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simply and clearly defined…       

student growth is the measure of 

academic achievement of a single 

student or a group of students across 

two or more points of time. 

(Batelle, 2011) (Castellano & Ho, 2014) 

(Marzano & Toth, 2013)

Student Growth Defined



● What is meant by student growth from 
experts, other states and MI law? 

● Why should we care about a Student 
Learning Objective and what is it?

● How do we write an SLO and what 
guidance is available?

Doug Greer, 
Ottawa Area ISD

DGreer@oaisd.org

Twitter @Sch_Imp_OAISD 

mailto:DGreer@oaisd.org


4

Do you agree?
PLC – fist to 5



Essential Standards

Standard Based Assessments

Analysis, Dialogue, Respond





http://mymassp.com/Eval_resources


http://weebly-file/8/4/4/3/8443439/slo_process_in_vcs.pdf


http://weebly-file/8/4/4/3/8443439/slo_process_in_vcs.pdf
http://weebly-file/8/4/4/3/8443439/slo_process_in_vcs.pdf


http://weebly-file/8/4/4/3/8443439/slo_process_in_vcs.pdf


Many believe GROWTH is a

“simple” concept ... 

M-STEP, SAT, NWEA and other 

assessments are measuring 

multiple standards (often 

different standards) to various 

degrees of complexity and 

difficulty in order to determine 

learning progressions.  

Is this simple or complex?  

Linear or dynamic growth?
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http://www.sitimeline.com/ed-evaluations.html
http://www.sitimeline.com/ed-evaluations.html


Student Growth Percentiles - CO
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Avg. SGP

53.7



15

MDE at MERA, Nov. 2015
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MDE at MERA, Nov. 2015



1. Data should inform decisions, but human judgment

will always be an essential component of evaluations

2. The implementation and evaluation of the system must 

embody continuous improvement.

3. The purpose of the system is to provide meaningful and 

credible feedback that improves performance.

4. The development and implementation of the evaluation 

systems must continue to involve stakeholders in a 

collaborative process.

5. Educator evaluations must take place within a larger 

system that is aligned and supportive.



2018/19
and beyond

PA-173 (based on SB 103) 



2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

PA-173 (based on SB 103) 







MDE Memo September 10 and

MDE Special Pops Conference Sept 24



siTimeline.com



http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_75438---,00.html


MDE Special Pops Conference Sept 2015



MDE Special Pops Conference Sept 2015

In other words, this will take time 

to implement across the state …



1. Describe the student population

2. Describe previous data known about the 
given student population

3. Describe the essential standards or most 
important learning from the course

4. Describe the assessment that will measure 
the essential standards.

5. Establish rigorous and attainable growth 
targets for groups of students or the whole

6. Rationalize the specific growth targets.



Essential Standards

Standard Based Assessments

Analysis, Dialogue, Respond

Dialogue re: Growth Targets



siTimeline.com

SHORT version

http://www.sitimeline.com/--slo-introduction.html
http://youtube.com/v/cOlqbK-6rZs


Rhode Island Teachers Talk about SLOs

http://youtube.com/v/cOlqbK-6rZs


Cycle for SLO 

Evaluation 

Source: Lachlan-Haché, L., Cushing, E., & Bivona, L. (2012). Student learning objectives as measures of educator effectiveness: 

The basics. Washington, DC: American Institutes for Research. Retrieved from 

http://educatortalent.org/inc/docs/SLOs_Measures_of_Educator_Effectiveness.pdf 

31
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 Group students together based on their pre-
assessment scores.

 Divide students into three or more categories 
(low, mid, advanced)

Pre-Assessment Scores

34 – target 65    48- target 75

36 – target 65    56- target is 75

42 – target 65    78- target is 85

EXAMPLES OF SLO GROWTH TARGETS





http://weebly-file/8/4/4/3/8443439/slo_process_in_vcs.pdf


http://weebly-file/8/4/4/3/8443439/slo_scoring_guide_process_and_impact.pdf
http://weebly-file/8/4/4/3/8443439/slo_scoring_guide_process_and_impact.pdf


Cycle for SLO 

Evaluation 

Source: Lachlan-Haché, L., Cushing, E., & Bivona, L. (2012). Student learning objectives as measures of educator effectiveness: 

The basics. Washington, DC: American Institutes for Research. Retrieved from 

http://educatortalent.org/inc/docs/SLOs_Measures_of_Educator_Effectiveness.pdf 

37



MDE will:

▪ Recommend that teachers, principals, and 

other certified staff members write or have 

input into the writing of SLOs in accordance 

with state law requiring the use of student 

growth measures in educator evaluations.

MDE Recommendation: 

Who Will Write SLOs?

38







I. SLO Development from 

AIR “SLO … Basics”

41

Source: Lachlan-Haché et al. (2012b). 



FIND samples on the SI Timeline

http://www.sitimeline.com/--slo-cycle-or-process.html






http://www.sitimeline.com/--slo-writing-guidance.html








http://www.sitimeline.com/box-2--4-slo.html


MDE will:

▪ Share the spectrum with local districts.

▪ Recommend a Type 3 approach to SLOs.

MDE Recommendation: 

SLO Assessment Approaches 

50



I. SLO Development from 

AIR “SLO … Basics”
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http://vimeo.com/129132094

