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If only it was as simple as 

measuring the height of a 

child over time.

Student Learning Objectives

1:15 till 4:15 pm

● WhatWhatWhatWhat is meant by student growth 
from experts, other states and MI law? 

● Why should we care Why should we care Why should we care Why should we care about a Student 
Learning Objectives (SLOs)????

● HowHowHowHow might we better understand 
Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs)?

● HowHowHowHow do we guide the implementation 
of the SLO process?

Fist to Five:
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simply and clearly defined…       

student growth is the measure of 

academic achievement of a single 

student or a group of students across 

two or more points of time. 
(Batelle, 2011) (Castellano & Ho, 2014) 

(Marzano & Toth, 2013)

SAME Students,
NOT same test needed.
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One issue with growth using 

Performance Level Change 

was measurement error.

Growth
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siTimeline.com

17
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Student Growth Percentiles

What other info. 

would be helpful?
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2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

PA-173 (based on SB 103) 

2018/19
and beyond

PA-173 (based on SB 103) 
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31

MDE at MERA, Nov. 2015

32

Avg. SGP
53.7
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33

34

We expect Mean SGP = Median SGP = 50
We also expect a very flat distribution with an 
equal amount of students in each category. 
(i.e. 100 students, 10 students per decile)
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35

MDE at MERA, Nov. 2015

1. Data should inform decisions, but human judgment
will always be an essential component of evaluations

2. The implementation and evaluation of the system must 

embody continuous improvement.

3. The purpose of the system is to provide meaningful and 
credible feedback that improves performance.

4. The development and implementation of the evaluation 

systems must continue to involve stakeholders in a 
collaborative process.

5. Educator evaluations must take place within a larger 

system that is aligned and supportive.
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MDE Memo September 10 and

MDE Special Pops Conference Sept 24
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Cycle or 

SLO Process

Source: Lachlan-Haché, L., Cushing, E., & Bivona, L. (2012). Student learning objectives as measures of educator effectiveness: 
The basics. Washington, DC: American Institutes for Research. Retrieved from 
http://educatortalent.org/inc/docs/SLOs_Measures_of_Educator_Effectiveness.pdf 

48

siTimeline.com

SHORT version
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5

9
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A standard of proof that must be met by a
plaintiff if he or she is to win a civil action.
http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/Preponderance+of+Evidence

� In a civil case, the plaintiff has the burden of
proving the facts and claims asserted.

� The amount of evidence required varies from 
claim to claim.

� There are three different evidentiary standards:
1. Preponderance of Evidence

2. Clear and Convincing Evidence

3. Proof Beyond a Reasonable Doubt

A standard of proof that must be met by a
plaintiff if he or she is to win a civil action.
http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/Preponderance+of+Evidence

� The majority of civil claims are subjected to a
preponderance of evidence standard.

� The quantum of evidence that constitutes a 
preponderance cannot be reduced to a simple 
formula (as prevalent with VAM).

� A preponderance of evidence has been 
described as just enough evidence to make it 
more likely than not that the claim is true.



Student Growth at MEMSPA 8/2/2016

Doug Greer, Ottawa Area ISD 16

NOTE:  Link to Barb’s 
resources embedded 
on this slide, just click 
the pictures. 
Also, seen at the top.
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Cycle for SLO 

Evaluation 

Source: Lachlan-Haché, L., Cushing, E., & Bivona, L. (2012). Student learning objectives as measures of educator effectiveness: 
The basics. Washington, DC: American Institutes for Research. Retrieved from 
http://educatortalent.org/inc/docs/SLOs_Measures_of_Educator_Effectiveness.pdf 

69

MDE will:

▪ Recommend that teachers, principals, and 

other certified staff members write or have 

input into the writing of SLOs in accordance 

with state law requiring the use of student 

growth measures in educator evaluations.

MDE Recommendation: 

Who Will Write SLOs?

70
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I. SLO Development from 

AIR “SLO … Basics”

73

Source: Lachlan-Haché et al. (2012b). 

FIND samples on the SI Timeline
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MDE will:

▪ Share the spectrum with local districts.

▪ Recommend a Type 3 approach to SLOs.

MDE Recommendation: 

SLO Assessment Approaches 

82
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I. SLO Development from 

AIR “SLO … Basics”

83
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